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Abstract

This research article explores the intricate interplay of myth and culture in
Nag Mani’s novel Devi, set in the setting of a remote village in Bihar. The
narrative follows Aditi, a woman struggling with her character traits and
societal expectations within a patriarchal framework. The author employs
folklore and mythological elements to illuminate the struggles encountered
by women, especially in the context of domestic abuse and societal oppres-
sion. The temple of the Devi acts as a central metaphor, representing both

the allure and peril of seeking empowerment through traditional beliefs.

Through Aditi’s journey, Nag Mani condemns the oppressive structures
that chain women, revealing how cultural narratives shape their realities.
The article argues that Nag Mani’s use of myth not only enhances the story

but also acts as a vehicle for feminist discourse, emphasizing the resilience
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and agency of women in confronting their circumstances. By weaving to-
gether horror elements with cultural critique, Devi transcends mere enter-
tainment to provoke critical reflection on gender roles and societal norms.

Eventually, this article shows that Devi is a significant contribution to
contemporary Indian literature, as it challenges readers to reconsider the
implications of cultural myths on women’s lives. It underscores the necessi-
ty for a re-evaluation of traditional narratives to foster an unbiased society,
where women can reclaim their identities beyond the confines of patriarchal

expectations.
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Introduction

In contemporary Indian literature, the interplay of myth and culture often
serves as a perspective through which critical social issues are examined.
One such work is Nag Mani’s novel Devi, which explores the life of Aditi, a
woman navigating the treacherous waters of identity and societal expecta-
tions in a superstitious patriarchal society. This article explores the intricate
dynamics of oppression, resilience, and cultural narratives that shape Aditi’s
journey, ultimately revealing how Devi critiques traditional structures while

advocating for women’s empowerment.

In the realm of contemporary Indian literature, the interaction of myth,
culture, and societal critique has become a prominent theme, offering a lens
through which critical communal and societal issues are examined.
Through an examination of the novel’s setting, characters, and thematic el-
ements, this paper will emphasize that Devi acts as a strong feminist dis-
course, challenging the society to review the implications of cultural myths

on women’s lives and emphasizing for a total equitable society.
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Nag Mani’s novel Devi presents a blood-curdling horror story set in a re-
mote Indian village, exploring themes of identity, oppression, and resilience
within a patriarchal society. The narrative revolves around Aditi, a woman
tied a knot to a bank manager named Manoj, whose frequent transfers lead
them to the village of Aambari. There, Aditi encounters unsettling supersti-
tions, a mysterious temple dedicated to a sacrificed queen, and the dark se-
crets that plague the village women. Aditi’s journey in Devi is fraught with
challenges, reflecting the broader issues of gender inequality prevalent in
Indian society. As explored in academic research on gender issues in Indian
writing in English, literature acts as a mirror, reflecting the evolving roles
and identities of a female while challenging patriarchal norms. Aditi’s expe-
riences with domestic violence and suppression from her husband highlight
the struggles women face in patriarchal settings. The novel portrays Aditi’s
transformation from a victim of abuse to a symbol of strength as she con-
fronts these challenges, embodying a spirit of resistance against oppressive
forces. This work also explores the intersectionality of gender with religious

beliefs and superstitions.

The novel is set in an archaic society where weird rituals and beliefs were
marked as an important lineament. The mysterious Devi temple, with its
legends of wish-granting powers and required sacrifices, becomes a central
symbol in the narrative. Aditi’s entanglement with the temple’s folklore un-
derscores the effect of cultural myths on women’s lives, as they travel the
expectations and demands of a society submerged in tradition. The folklore
surrounding the plot is reminiscent of tales from rural India, adding depth
and authenticity to the story. Devi not only critiques traditional structures
but also celebrates women’s empowerment through Aditi’s journey. As Aditi
uncovers the dark secrets of Aambari and confronts the forces that threaten
her life, she shows courage and determination. Her strength in the time of

hardships serves as a role model, highlighting the capacity for women to
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challenge and overcome societal constraints. The novel encourages readers
to question the implications of cultural myths and advocate for an unbiased
society where female can assert their identities and agency.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative approach, drawing from literary analysis,
feminist theory, and cultural critique to examine Devi. A close reading of the
novel provides insights into the use of myth and folklore as tools for femi-
nist discourse. Sources, including scholarly articles and books on gender
studies, Indian literature, and religious symbolism, are utilized to contextu-
alize the themes within broader socio-cultural and historical frameworks.
Furthermore, the paper engages with intertextual comparisons to similar
literary works that highlight patriarchal oppression and women’s resistance.

Discussion

The narrative of Devi unfolds in a remote village in Bihar, a region charac-
terized by deep-rooted patriarchal norms and cultural practices. This set-
ting is not simply a backdrop; it is integral to feel the challenges faced by
Aditi and other women in the story. “The village embodies both the allure of
tradition and the constraints imposed by societal expectations” (Mukherjee
45). As Aditi navigates her life within this setting, the village becomes a
model of the struggles encountered by women in similar contexts, where
personal aspirations are often stifled by cultural imperatives.

The village’s remoteness highlights the isolation experienced by a girl
like Aditi, who often detached from the resources and helping ways which
helps them to challenge oppressive norms. The physical isolation of the
hamlet mirrors the psychological and social isolation of its female inhabi-

tants, who are trapped within a web of cultural expectations that rule out
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their roles and limit their agency. This setting serves as a strong metaphor
for the wider societal structures that chain women, emphasizing the ways in
which tradition and culture can both empower and oppress.

Aditi’s Struggle for Identity

Aditi’s character is central to the narrative, as she tussles with her identity
amidst oppressive communal norms that dictate her role as a woman. Her
journey reflects the broader battles faced by women in similar contexts,
where personal aspirations are often stifled by cultural imperatives (Gu-
naseelan 112). The author skilfully employs folklore and mythological ele-
ments to paint these struggles, allowing readers to understand Aditi’s plight
on a deeper level. Aditi’s struggle for identity is not just a personal one; it
serves as a reflection of the communal forces that shape women’s lives in
patriarchal societies. Her journey is marked by a constant stress between
her desire for self-expression and the expectations placed upon her by her
family and community. This tension is further exacerbated by the pervasive
influence of cultural myths and religious beliefs, which often act to reinforce

traditional gender roles and limit women’s autonomy.

Throughout the novel, Aditi’s character evolves as she confronts the vari-
ous forms of oppression that shape her life. Her experiences of domestic vi-
olence, societal expectations, and the manipulation of religious symbols all
contribute to her growing awareness to reclaim her identity and assert her
agency. This evolution is the evidence to the strength of women in the face
of adversity, and it acts as a powerful critique of the communal structures

that seek to confine them.

Aditi, a newly married, navigating a deeply patriarchal society, relocates
to the isolated village, unaware of the village’s harrowing past. Aditi’s strug-
gle for identity is not only a personal one; that is a mirroring of the wider
communal forces that shape women’s lives in patriarchal societies. Her

journey is marked by a constant stress between her dream for self-expres-
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sion and the expectations placed upon her by her kith and community. This
tension is further exacerbated by the strong influence of cultural myths and
religious beliefs, which often serve to reinforce traditional gender roles and
limit women’s autonomy. Aditi often confided in the stars after marrying a
man ten years her senior, and they reminded her that her happiness was her
own responsibility. Yet, in a patriarchal world, she struggled to claim it by
grasping at fleeting moments of joy until life took her to Ufrail, a remote vil-
lage in Bihar, notorious for its chilling history, where she moved with her
husband.

Throughout the novel, Aditi’s character evolves as she confronts the vari-
ous forms of oppression that shape her life. Her experiences of domestic vi-
olence, social expectations, and the manipulation of religious symbols all
share to her growing awareness of the need to reclaim her identity and as-
sert her agency. This evolution is the evidence to the strength of women in
the face of hardships, and it acts as a powerful critique of the communal
structures that seek to hold them. As Aditi learns about the temple of the
Devi, she is tempted. She eventually came to know about the Devi temple,
the reason behind the sudden death of village woman, listened to the tales of
superstitions, supervised the deaths of a couple of young girls, and tolerated
domestic violence. Aditi’s undaunting spirit in fighting back gives the book
another theme of inspiration, apart from the genre of ‘horror’ in which the
book has been placed. Through Aditi’s experiences, Nag Mani highlights the
challenges encountered by female in patriarchal settings and celebrates
their grit in the face of adversity. The storyline revolves around the isolated

village in Bihar, where there is the wreckage of an ancient temple.

Myth as a Vehicle for Feminist Discourse

Nag Mani’s use of myth in Devi transcends just a storytelling; it acts as a
powerful vehicle for feminist discourse. The temple of the Devi emerges as a
significant metaphor within the narrative. It represents both the allure of
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empowerment through traditional beliefs and the peril that such beliefs can
impose on women'’s autonomy (Bose 78). Aditi’s relationship with this tem-
ple encapsulates her internal conflict between seeking empowerment and
navigating the dangers inherent in such pursuits. “Yes, I went there!” Aditi
screamed. “I wanted a child! I was desperate! So, I went there, but I never ask
for this. I did never ask for anything! Just a child, my child!” Bhagvati sighed
and shook her head, but otherwise remained quiet” (Mani 210). The folklore
surrounding the plot is reminiscent of tales from rural India, adding depth

and authenticity to the story.

The Devi, a powerful female deity, holds a complex position within the
narrative. On one hand, she represents a source of strength and empower-
ment for women. The temple becomes a space where women seek solace,
connection, and a feel of community. However, the Devi’s image is also ma-
nipulated by patriarchal forces to maintain control over women. The novel
highlights how religious interpretations can be twisted to justify oppressive
practices and reinforce traditional gender roles. This manipulation of reli-
gious symbols becomes a tool for subjugation, perpetuating the cycle of

oppression.

Through Aditi’s experiences, Nag Mani condemns the suppressive struc-
tures that confine women. The narrative reveals how cultural myths shape
women’s realities, often reinforcing their subjugation while simultaneously
offering pathways to empowerment. This duality is crucial as it reflects the
complexities of women’s experiences in patriarchal societies. By employing
myth as a vehicle for feminist discourse, Nag Mani challenges readers to
question the oppressive framework that confine women and to recognize
the grit and agency of women in confronting their circumstances. Devi thus
engages with these complex issues by portraying how cultural myths and
religious beliefs can be manipulated to perpetuate gender inequality.
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Cultural Narratives and Their Impact

The novel highlights how cultural narratives shape women’s realities, often
reinforcing their subjugation while simultaneously offering pathways to
empowerment. The horror elements present in Devi serve not only to enter-
tain but also to provoke thought about the pervasive nature of violence
against women (Talwar 205). Domestic violence is a recurring theme that
highlights Aditi’s struggles, illustrating how deeply ingrained societal
norms can manifest in physical and psychological abuse.

Women were first to attack. Their assaults were not physical, largely. They slapped and kicked
initially, but their strength began to wean. So, they tore off her sari. They spat on her face and
abused and pulled her hair. She was in her blouse and petticoat when men arrived. Now she
knew what pain felt like. The first kick in her stomach and she knew she would die. She
couldn’t cry. She couldn’t plead. Someone lifted her and as if a toy, threw her around. Then her
face was full with the blood on the grass. Hands began to grope her — pressing her breasts,
slapping her, touching her thighs, punching her, pinching her breasts... (Mani 17).

The novel portrays how these norms, often rooted in religious beliefs and
cultural practices, perpetuate the subjugation of women. The use of horror
elements adds another layer to the novel’s cultural critique, amplifying the
sense of dread and oppression experienced by female in patriarchal soci-
eties. This blending of horror and social commentary is a strong route for
raising awareness and prompting critical reflection on societal norms. The
author flawlessly depicted the state of village people, surrounded by super-
stitions and mysterious deaths.

Resilience and Agency

Despite the oppressive forces at play, Aditi embodies resilience and agency
throughout her journey. Her character challenges the perception that
women are just victims of their circumstances; instead, she actively seeks to
reclaim her identity and assert her autonomy (Mubarki 92). This portrayal is
significant as it offers a counter-narrative to traditional depictions of
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women in literature, emphasizing their strength and capacity for resistance.
Aditi’s responses and attitudes towards stories and role play also demon-
strate her engagement with her environment.

“I'will not leave until I have those men behind bars. I will file an FLR. I will go to court.” Aditi
suddenly felt that she was brave. She had never spoken like this to anyone. It was always her
husband she relied upon for her justice, father before marriage and husband after, and none of
them ever took a stand for her. Now that she had no one but herself to fight her fight, she
found the courage that she had assumed never existed. Yes, she would go to court. Yes, she
would do anything to defend her honour and dignity. “And if you can’t help me, I will find
someone else” (Mani 23).

Aditi’s resilience is obvious in her will power to navigate the various
forms of oppression that shape her life. Her experiences of domestic vio-
lence, people’s expectations, and the manipulation of religious symbols all
share to her growing consciousness of the need to reclaim her identity and
assert her agency. This evolution is a testament to the strength of women in
the face of hardships, and it acts as a powerful critique of the societal struc-
tures that seek to control them. She evolves throughout the novel as she
confronts the oppression in her life.

The article argues that Nag Mani’s portrayal of Aditi serves as an inspira-
tion for readers, especially girls who may find themselves in similar situa-
tions. By showcasing Aditi’s struggles and triumphs, Devi becomes not just a
story about oppression but also one of empowerment. The novel challenges
readers to question the suppressive structures that chain women and to rec-
ognize the grit of women in confronting their circumstances. The novel,

Devi also gives insight into Aditi’s inner reality and self.

Re-evaluating Traditional Narratives

Ultimately, Devi calls for a re-evaluation of traditional narratives surround-
ing women in Indian culture. It challenges readers to reconsider the impli-
cations of these narratives on women’s lives and champions for a more uni-

form society where females can reclaim their identities beyond patriarchal
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expectations (Mukherjee 58). By critiquing cultural myths that promote
gender inequality, Nag Mani provides significantly to contemporary Indian
literature, urging society to reflect on its values and beliefs.

The novel suggests that true empowerment for women lies in reclaiming
their identities beyond the confines of prescribed roles. It emphasizes the
importance of challenging cultural myths that promotes gender inequality
and creating a more uniform society where women can lead a life with no-

bility and agency.

Conclusion

Nag Mani’s Devi is not just a work of fiction; it works as a deep inquiry of
identity, oppression, and resilience within the arena of contemporary Indian
society. Through Aditi’s journey, the novel critiques oppressive structures
while celebrating women’s agency and strength. By intertwining myth with
cultural critique, Devi transcends entertainment to provoke critical reflec-
tion on gender roles and societal norms. It stands as an essential contribu-
tion to Indian literature, urging readers to engage with complex issues sur-
rounding women’s identities and their struggles against patriarchal con-
straints. As society continues to grapple with these themes, Devi serves as a
hint of the importance of re-evaluating traditional narratives to foster an
equitable future where women can grow beyond societal limitations.

This research article gives a deep analysis of Nag Mani’s Devi, exploring
the novel’s themes of identity, oppression, and resilience within the context
of contemporary rural Indian society. By examining the novel’s setting,
characters, and thematic elements, the article argues that Devi works as a
strong feminist discourse, advocates readers to reconsider the implications
of cultural myths on women’s lives and working for a more equal society.
The article concludes with a call for the re-evaluation of long-established
narratives and the foundation for a more equal future where women can

grow beyond societal limitations.
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